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warrior, so desired in Spain to resuscitate it, and such
were the first proofs of his capacity upon arriving in
that country!*

At the moment that the King of Spain was led "back
to the battlefield by Vendome, and that they could no
longer doubt their good fortune, he sent a courier to the
Queen. Her mortal anguish was on the instant changed
into so great a joy, that she went out immediately on
foot into the streets of Vittoria, where all was delight;
as it soon was over all Spain. The news of the victory
was brought to the King (of France) by Don Gaspard
de Zuniga, who gave an exact account of all that had
occurred, hiding nothing respecting M. de Vendome,, who
was thus unmasked and disgraced, in spite of every effort
on the part of his cabal to defend him.

Among the allies, all the blame of this defeat fell upon
Stanhope. Seven or eight hours more of resistance on
his part at Brighuega would have enabled Staremberg to
come up to his assistance, and all the resources of Spain
would then have been annihilated. Staremberg, outraged
at the ill success of his undertaking, cried out loudly
against Stanhope. Some of the principal officers who had
been at Brighuega seconded these complaints. Stanhope
even did not dare to deny his fault. He was allowed to
demand leave of absence to go home and defend himself.
He was badly received, stripped of all military rank in
England and Holland, and (as well as the officers under
him) was not without fear of his degradation, and was
even in danger of his life.

This recital of the events that took place in Spain, has
led me away from other matters of earlier date. It is
time now that I should return to them.

* Despite Vend6me's abominable character, it cannot but be evident
that Saint-Simon here gives way to his hatred, and carps unjustifiably.
If we were to deprive a general of the benefit of the chances of war, and
duly separate from surrounding circumstances what is due to his own
unaided genius, how many modern heroes would dwindle to no better
than scare-crows! As to the effect of Vend6me's conduct at Court and
on the mind of the King, it is perfectly indifferent. Defeats formerly
made him a hero; victories now prove him a fool. This is perhaps the
most striking instance in the whole of Saint-Simon's <( Memoirs>} of the
absolute nullity of this Great Louis XIV.